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Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

This preliminary amendment is being filed with the Request for Continuing 
Examination (RCE) in the above-identified case. The Applicants respectfully assert that 
this preliminary amendment places this case in condition for immediate allowance. 
Before proceeding the Applicants would like to thank Examiner Weber for his courtesy 
in discussing this case with the Applicants' attorney and for his suggestions and 
comments. The Applicants have considered the Examiner's suggestions and have 
integrated them into this preliminary amendment. The Applicants acknowledge that no 
agreement was reached on the allowability of the claims as amended in the instant 
RCE; however, the Applicants believe that their amendments address all outstanding 
issues related to patentability. 

For the Examiner's convenience, a copy of the marked up claims are ^attached to 
the end of this Amendment / 

In the Claims 

>lease cancel claim 27 - 36. 
Please amend claims 43-48 as follows: 
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Sir: 

1. Submission required under 37 CFR§ 1.114 

a. D Previously submitted 

i. □ Consider the amendment(s)/reply under 37 CFR §1.116 previously filed on 

ii. O Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 

b. El Enclosed 

i. Amendment/Reply 

ii. O Affidavit(s)/Declarations(s) 

iii. □ Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

iv. £3 Other Month Extension of Time 

2. Miscellaneous 

a. □ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR § 1 .103(c) for a period of 
months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; fee under 37 CFR § 1 .17(i) required.) 
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